
Tehama County will be well repre-
sented Sunday at Knott’s Berry Farm, 
where 16-year-old Stacy Stone of Red 
Bluff will compete against eight or nine 
others at the California state final for the 
Texaco Country Showdown.

Stone, who will be a senior at Red Bluff 
High School, competed and won at the 
Yuba Sutter competition on Aug. 2, singing 
Carrie Underwood’s song Flat on the Floor 
and her own original song Summertime.

At Sunday’s state finals, she intends to 
play two of her own songs, Summertime 
and Goodbyes Don’t Exist, Stone said.

Stone recorded the two songs, along 
with a third, Where No Heart Ever 
Breaks in March in Nashville, Tenn.

It was a lot of fun, Stone said.

It was a long three days, but it was worth it.

Stone plans to return to Nashville in the 
near future to record some of her other 
songs as she finishes them, but the first 
three should be done in time for her first 
big performance, she said.

On Aug. 19, she gets to open for several big 
names, including Ronnie Dunn formerly 
of the well-known country duo Brooks 
and Dunn, Thompson Square, Lee Brice 
and James Wesley, at Country in the Park, 
at Gibson Ranch in Sacramento.

The event is expected to have a crowd of 
14,000 to 15,000 people, she said.

I can’t wait, Stone said. This is huge.

I never thought I’d get this far and I 
couldn’t ask for more. It’s kind of surreal.

Several of my friends have freaked out 
when I told them. It’s a super big event.

This isn’t the first time Stone, who will 
be singing the National Anthem at the 
event, has sung to a crowd.

She started out singing Gretchen 
Wilson’s Redneck Woman at a local spa-
ghetti feed in fifth grade and has gone on 
to be a three-time winner at the Texaco 
Country Showdown, advancing to the 
state final level.

In May, she sang the National Anthem at 
the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure in 
front of a crowd of about 18,000, she said.

Her hope is to have a three-song demo 
CD out by Aug. 19 for Country in the 
Park to be able to give to her fans.

As soon as it’s done, it will be played on 
Redding-based radio station Mix 101.1, 
she said.

Anyone who goes to www.stacystones-
music.com can request a copy of her song 
Summertime or see a list of events at 
which she will be performing. She can 
also be found on Twitter @stacystone-
music and her fan page on Facebook.

Stone has a full band and is performing 
up and down the West Coast just about 
every weekend, she said.

She said she is thankful for all the people 
who have helped her get to where she 
is, especially her mother who drives her 
around to different performances.

Stone’s plans including moving to Nash-
ville, most likely after she graduates from 
high school.

It’s the only big town I’d live in, Stone said.

The people are really friendly and down to 
earth. I’d like to get a job as a demo singer.

That’s how Gretchen Wilson started out.

Either way, she hopes to make it to the 
big time, Stone said.

I’d love to be able to do a big concert right 
here in Red Bluff, if I make it, Stone said.

Stone said she is going into the competi-
tion Sunday for the fun of it and, if noth-
ing else, sees it as a good networking 
opportunity.

At the 2011 competition, she met the 
Brody Stewart Band, who won that 
competition and with whom she has 
been collaborating.

There’s a reason for everything, Stone 
said. Often you look back later and know 
that’s why something happened.
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